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Festival do Mel de Sdo José dos Cordeiros: 15 anos de valorizacdo da apicultura e
meliponicultura no Cariri Paraibano

Sdo José dos Cordeiros Honey Festival: 15 years of promoting beekeeping and meliponiculture in
the Cariri region of Paraiba
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Resumo: O Festival do Mel de Sao Jos¢ dos Cordeiros, realizado no Cariri Paraibano, completa 15 anos de
existéncia, consolidando-se como um espago de referéncia para a apicultura e a meliponicultura no semiarido
brasileiro. Ao reunir agricultores familiares, pesquisadores, estudantes e consumidores, o evento promove a difusdao
de tecnologias, a valorizacdo dos saberes tradicionais ¢ a comercializagdo de produtos derivados do mel. Seus
impactos socioecondmicos incluem o fortalecimento da renda das familias produtoras, a geracdo de oportunidades
de negdcios e a dinamizagdo da economia regional. No campo ambiental, destaca-se a sensibiliza¢do da populacao
quanto a importancia das abelhas na polinizagdo, na conservagdo da biodiversidade e na sustentabilidade dos
ecossistemas locais. Além disso, o festival assume relevancia como espaco de integracdo entre ciéncia, cultura e
desenvolvimento regional, articulando extensdo rural, inovagao tecnoldgica e valorizagdo da identidade cultural do
Cariri Paraibano. Aos autores os parabéns e os agradecimentos a Prefeitura Municipal de Sdo José dos Cordeiros, e
demais organizadores, colaboradores e demais parceiros institucionais e comunitdrios que, ao longo de 14 anos,
contribuiram para a consolida¢do e o fortalecimento do Festival do Mel. O apoio coletivo tem sido essencial para a
promogao da apicultura, da meliponicultura e do desenvolvimento sustentavel do Cariri Paraibano.
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Abstract: The Sao José¢ dos Cordeiros Honey Festival, held in the Cariri region of Paraiba, celebrates its 15th
anniversary, establishing itself as a benchmark for beekeeping and meliponiculture in Brazil's semiarid region. By
bringing together family farmers, researchers, students, and consumers, the event promotes the dissemination of
technologies, the appreciation of traditional knowledge, and the commercialization of honey-derived products. Its
socioeconomic impacts include strengthening the income of honey-producing families, generating business
opportunities, and boosting the regional economy. In the environmental field, it highlights the importance of raising
public awareness of the importance of bees in pollination, biodiversity conservation, and the sustainability of local
ecosystems. Furthermore, the festival is important as a space for integrating science, culture, and regional
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development, articulating rural extension, technological innovation, and the appreciation of the cultural identity of
the Cariri region of Paraiba. Congratulations to the authors and our thanks to the Municipal Government of Sdo José
dos Cordeiros, the organizers, collaborators, and other institutional and community partners who, over the course of
14 years, have contributed to the consolidation and strengthening of the Honey Festival. This collective support has
been essential for the promotion of beekeeping, meliponiculture, and the sustainable development of the Cariri

region of Paraiba.
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